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Welcome to InSight

Welcome to the first of our
monthly newsletters. For many
years, the Family Online Safety
Institute has been at the fore-
front of shaping the online
safety agenda. So as a way of
keeping
within FOSI and beyond, we felt
a regular newsletter would be a

everyone up-to-date

great way to communicate our
mission and the things we do.

share
with you some of our forth-
coming FOSI events and also

In this edition we will

focus on some of the ground-
breaking work being done by
European governments in the
child safety arena.

There’s no doubt that around
the world the momentum to
make the Internet safer for
children has never had a greater

sense of urgency. The increas-

ingly Web 2.0 world we live in,
with its user-generated content
and social networking culture,
is presenting new challenges for
all those who want to keep

children safe. This is reflected

Stephen
CEO and Founder

Bal kam,

amongst  the leading social
networking vendors who, like
our newest members Ning (see
page 3) and Fox Interactive
Media, understand the impor-
tance of family online safety,
whilst respecting freedom of

expression.

This being our first edition,
please feel free to let us know
whether you find it informative
and, of course, contributions to
future editions are most wel-
come.

In the next issue we will give
you an update on the Google-
plex roundtable, as well as
announce the agenda for our
2nd Annual Conference in De-
cember. est of 2008 prom-
ises tszéh‘f t[AeacI)Iysexcitin;D time

for FOSI and its membership.

-

FOSI's
the third, and part of the
Online Safety
Initiative, will be held at

next roundtable,

Institute’s

the Googleplex, Mountain
View, California, on Sep-
tember 17, 2008.

The roundtable will follow

\L

N

FOSI Roundtable at the Googleplex

the screening of the criti-
cally acclaimed PBS docu-
mentary Growing Up Online,
with Rachel
Dretzen in attendance for
Q&A and discussion.

producer

If you would like to learn

more go to www.fosi.org/
forthcomingevents.
j
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FOSI Announces 2nd Annual Conference

After last year's success, plan-

ning for FOSI's 2nd Annual
Conference is already well
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underway. Entitled Safe at Any
Speed: Online Safety Tools,
Rules and Public Policies, this

N

year's conference is to be
held at the Newseum, 555
NW,
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Pennsylvania  Avenue
Washington, DC.

As well as providing an excel-

lent opportunity to review
the achievements of 2008, it
will also enable the Institute
to set the agenda for 2009.

The Was hi

Annual Conference

Newseum in ngton DC, veni

Byron calls for more eWolsexd approach in UK

In the summer of 2007 the
UK Prime Minister, Gordon
Brown,

These headlines

have contributed

to the climate of commissioned Dr.

) Tanya Byron, a leading child
anxiety that psychologist, to do an inde-

surrounds new pendent review of the poten-

tial risks to children from the

technology and Internet and video games. The

result was the Byron Report
— Safer Children in a Digital
World i published in March
2008.

greeted a fiercely

FOSI Roundtable in July 2008, attended by representa-
tives from AT&T, BT Retail, France Telecom, GSMA,
Verizon and others

polarized debate

in which panic

This groundbreaking report

. recommendation was the
took a much more evidence-

and fear often
drown out

evidence

Dr. Tanya
Byron,
author of
Safer Children
in a Digital
World

INSIGHT

based approach to the way
children use new digital me-
dia. The result was that the
UK government accepted all
its key recommendations.

Probably the most critical

establishment of a UK Coun-
cil for Child Internet Safety
(UKCCIS), which will develop
and implement a Child Inter-
net Safety Strategy. The
Council itself will write its
own Terms of Reference,
agree its governance struc-
ture and work-plan, but
within the framework of Dr.
Byron’s recommendations. It
is envisaged that the Council

will:

 Be a

forum for

multi-stakeholder

government,
third
to develop and

industry and the
sector
implement the Child Inter-
net Safety Strategy to-
gether

| Ensure all of the Review’s
recommendations are im-
plemented

9l Advise Government on all

aspects of e-safety

9 Report progress annually to
the Prime Minister at a
Child Internet Safety Sum-
mit

On July 13, 2008, Dr. Byron

was the keynote speaker at

FOSI’s roundtable at the Ox-

ford Internet Institute (Oll) in

Oxford in the UK, entitled

Educating Rita 2.0 i1 Effective

Methods and Messages in

Online Safety Education.
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Forthcoming Lvents

FOSI Online Safety Education Initiative Roundtable
Date: September 16-18, 2008
Venue: Googleplex, Mountain View, CA, USA

FOSI Annual Conference: Safe at Any Speed: Online Safety Tools, Rules and Public Policies

Date: December |1, 2008
Venue: Newseum, Washington DC, USA

FOSI News Headlines

15 August 2008

PAGE 3

Fox Interactive Media Partners with Family Online Safety Institute to Protect Teens Online

7 August 2008

Family Online Safety Institute Welcomes New Member — Microsoft will assist the organization in helping to

protect children and families online

25 July 2008

Ning Signs on as Newest Member of the Family Online Safety Institute

-
European Focus for FOSI

online safety agenda across
the continent.

Dave Miles has been ap-
pointed as European devel-

opment director to spear- o will also provide a point of

head o%lr reporting
work in for the FOSI
Europe. board  on

Dave brings a European

wealth of regulatory,

experience to government

the role, hav- and NGO
ing sat on the activity, as
boards of well as de-
FOSI and |veloping
ICRA  since partnerships
2002, and will and alliances
be responsible in  support
for  ensuring of  FOSI’s

we participate mission in

Dave Miles, European
development director

in, and contin- Europe.

\ues to set, the

N

y

New Members

One of our new-

est members Palo
Alto, California,
based Ning,

Founded by Gina
Bianchini
Marc Andreessen
(co-founder  of
Netscape) in
2004, Ning pow-
largest

and

ers the
number of social

networks on the
Internet—

Ning co-founder Gina
Bianchini

currently around
440,000; its cus-
tomizable platform enabling people to build their
own social networks.

Jill Nissen will represent Ning on the FOSI board
— she is Chief IP and Policy Counsel.

By New Year's
Eve 2010,
Ning estimates
it will host
some four
million social
networks
serving up
billions of
page views

daily...

INSIGHT
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ABOUT THE FAMILY ONLINE SAFETY INSTITUTE

The Family Online Safety Institute works to make the online world safer for kids and their families by identifying and promoting

best practice, tools and methods in the field of online safety, that also respect free expression. We do this through the devel-

opment of public policy, technology, education and special events. FOSI is a trusted convener, bringing together leaders in gov-

ernment, industry and the non-profit sectors to collaborate and innovate new solutions in child safety in a Web 2.0 world.

Family
Online Safety
Institute

CONTACT US

The Family Online Safety Institute has offices in Washington DC and the United Kingdom. Please feel free to contact us:

USA

Tel: +1 202 775 0131 Email: kscardino@fosi.org

Europe

Tel: +44 (0) 7799 674633 Email: dmiles@fosi.org

For more
informationgo | 2
to www.fosi.org

FOSI helps shape the future of the Internel

POWDER: More of what you want, when you want it

Development of the Protocol for Web
Description Resources, POWDER, is
entering its final stages at the World
Wide Web Consortium (W3C).

Led by FOSI’s Phil Archer, this new tech-
nology bridges the gap between the tradi-
tional Web and the Semantic Web. It is
designed to be easy to use and fit into
existing publishing work flows with mini-
mal effort.

There are two crucial aspects: Firstly it
allows metadata to be associated with
multiple resources, such as all those on a
Web site, or section of a Web site. This
contrasts with traditional metadata that is
embedded within, or describes, a single
document, image or video. Secondly, the
data is explicitly attributed, so that it may
be authenticated, thus enabling trust.

POWDER has been motivated by a de-
sire to create and use authoritative de-

scriptions that identify online resources
that meet specific criteria: Web sites that
have been awarded trust marks, that
meet accessibility standards, and, of
course, that are recommended for chil-
dren.

End-user tools, content aggregators and
portals can then use the trusted metadata
encoded in POWDER to present more
personalised content that is of a higher
quality and greater relevance to the end-
user.

The specification documents are all pub-

Phil Archer, Flilgpvglable with jtestfimplementations
. . scheduled for the autumn. Subject to

Technology Officer, chairs .
- successfully completing the W3C process,
the W3C06s P OWPHWDER should become a full Recom-

working group mendation by the end of 2008.

W3C

See http://www.w3.0rg/2007/powder/ for
full details.
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