
to get involved and make this 

an occasion to remember. 

It is also an ideal opportunity to 

introduce Brent Olson, our 

new FOSI Chairman and Assis-

tant Vice President of Regula-

tory Policy at AT&T. 

We also feature the September 

Roundtable and cover impor-

tant developments in Europe. 

Judging from the positive feed-

back on our inaugural edition, 

InSight has clearly been well-

received. Please free to suggest 

contributions or ideas for fu-

ture editions. 

Once again, September was a 

busy month for FOSI, with 

one of our most successful 

Roundtables to date. Coupled 

with the announcement of the 

details of our 2nd Annual 

Conference and Exhibition in 

December, this edition brings 

you up-to-date with these 

exciting developments. 

With only ten weeks to go to 

the conference, it is great to 

see some significant and new 

sponsors for this yearõs event. 

In this issue we have all the 

latest details about the confer-

ence and would urge all of you 

FOSI and its members provided key 

note  speakers and important new 

research at the European 

Commissions Safer Inter-

net Forum in Luxembourg 

on September 25 and 26, 

2008. 

Telefónica led the way by 

presenting new research 

about online safety in 

South America. 

As part of FOSIõs submis-

sion on social networking, age verifica-

tion and cross-media rating, members 

of the team (Phil Archer 

and  Dave Miles) repre-

sented the Institute at two 

key panel discussions, more 

details of which can be 

f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / /

e c . e u r o p a . e u /

i n f o r m a t i o n _ s o c i e t y /

act iv i t ies/s ip/si_forum/

f o r u m _ s e p e t _ 2 0 0 8 /

index_en.htm 
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FOSI at the heart of European 

online child safety 
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Brent Olson, FOSIõs  

new Chairman and As-

sistant Vice President, 

Regulatory Policy at 

AT&T  
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European Commission 

Safer Internet Forum 

2008 

http://ec.europa.eu/information_society/activities/sip/si_forum/forum_sepet_2008/index_en.htm
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P A G E  2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOSIõs 2nd Annual Conference & Exhibition 

I N S I G H T  
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Diamond Sponsor    Gold Sponsors  

 

 

 

  

 Silver Sponsors    Bronze Sponsors  

 

 

Title: Safe at any Speed: Rules, Tools & Public 

Policies to Keep Kids Safe Online 

 

Date: Thursday, December 11, 

2008 

 

Location: NEWSEUM, 555 

Pennsylvania Avenue NW, 

Washington DC 20001, USA 

 

Website: http://www.fosi.org/

conference2008 

In December it is FOSIõs 2nd Annual Conference and Exhibition, which promises to be 

a great event following the success of the inaugural conference last year. We have lined 

up some fantastic sponsors, the agenda is set and it is already attracting attendees from 

industry, government and the wider stakeholder community across the world. 

Who will be there?  

Internet industry executives and leaders, trade associations, educators, think tanks, 

parents, teachers, policymakers, regulators and legislators. 

Why should you come to this conference?  

This conference will provide an opportunity for all stakeholders to discuss the chal-

lenges they face and share some of the solutions that lie ahead, enabled by industry, 

government and the not-for-profit sector. 

Whatõs at the exhibition? 

The exhibition will feature innovative interactive displays highlighting the leading tech-

nologies, filtering tools, ISPs and safe search engines, along with effective online safety 

education tools. Weõll highlight a range of evolving solutions for the continuing chal-

lenges of the Web 2.0 world. 

http://www.fosi.org/conference2008
http://www.fosi.org/conference2008
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As part of its ongoing Online Education Initiative 

FOSI held its most recent Roundtable in conjunc-

tion with its second invite-only viewing of  the PBS 

FRONTLINE documentary Growing Up Online. 

Held at the Googleplex in Mountain View, Califor-

nia, the day commenced with the documentary, 

followed by a lively 

Q&A session with 

producer Rachel 

Dretzin, hosted by 

Stephen Balkam, 

FOSIõs CEO.  

After lunch the 

Roundtable began 

with opening remarks 

from Anne Collier of 

Net Family News. 

With over forty 

Roundtable partici-

pants, the three panels articulated both the com-

mitment to online child safety and the challenges. 

No one was left in any doubt about the huge 

amount of resource, expertise and investment that 

the industry is putting in to 

ensure minors are protected. 

Indeed, the Roundtable ech-

oed much of what was appar-

ent in the PBS documentary: 

that families are increasingly taking responsibility for 

their own actions and are less ready to apportion 

blame to their online providers.  

The consensus, however, remained that there is 

much more to do, particularly in education and en-

suring that parents have the tools to help them 

bridge the current digital divide. 

For more information on the event, including the 

YouTube video of the Q&A with Rachel Dretzin, go 

to http://www.fosi.org/events/previous/. 

FOSI news headlines 

FOSI Roundtable attracts record audience 

I N S I G H T  
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15 September 2008  

The Family Online Safety Institute welcomes Privo as a new member  

 

17 September 2008  

Sentinel joins the Family Online Safety Institute  

 

Anne Collier, CEO of  Net 

Family News  

Rachel Dretzin, producer of Growing Up 

Online with FOSI CEO Stephen Balkam con-

duct a post -screening Q&A  

Chris Kelly of Facebook, 

Hemanshu Nigam of 

MySpace and Joe Waz of 

Comcast during one of the 

panel discussions 

http://www.fosi.org/events/previous/


As the new Chairman, and 

on behalf of the Board of 

FOSI, Brent Olson pre-

sented two awards at the 

September Board meeting. 

 

The first was to Mike 

McKeehan, of Verizon, the 

outgoing Chairman, under 

whose active stewardship 

FOSI has grown signifi-

cantly, not only in terms of 

membership, but as an In-

ternational organization 

well-placed to play its part 

in making the Internet safer 

for families. 

 

Mikeõs hands-on style has 

seen our Roundtables and 

events evolve significantly. 

The annual conference, his active participation in 

POWDER and overall leadership has led to greater 

visibility for FOSI and its mission. 

ABOUT  THE  FAMILY  ONLINE  SAFETY  INSTITUTE  

The Family Online Safety Institute works to make the online world safer for kids and their families by identifying and promoting 

best practice, tools and methods in the field of online safety, that also respect free expression. We do this through the devel-

opment of public policy, technology, education and special events. FOSI is a trusted convener, bringing together leaders in gov-

ernment, industry and the non-profit sectors to collaborate and innovate new solutions in child safety in a Web 2.0 world. 

FOSI recognizes membersõ commitment  

 

CONTACT  US 

The Family Online Safety Institute has offices in Washington DC and the United Kingdom. Please feel free to contact us: 

USA  

Tel: +1 202 775 0131 Email: kscardino@fosi.org 

Europe  

Tel:  +44 (0) 7799 674633 Email: dmiles@fosi.org 
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For more 

information go 

to www.fosi.org  

Mike thanked the Board 

for his award and urged 

members to see their 

membership contribu-

tion as not just paying 

their fees, but as a real  

opportunity to get fully 

engaged with FOSIõs 

mission.  

 

And in addition,  Brent 

had a further award for 

Nick Truman of BT 

Retail. As Chairman in 

2006-07, and subse-

quent Vice Chairman, 

Nick oversaw the chal-

lenging transition and 

name change from 

ICRA to FOSI, as well 

as doing so much to 

expand the organizationõs remit in Europe and 

the rest of the world. 

Brent Olson, FOSIõs new Chairman, presents 

Mike McKeehan, the outgoing Chairman, with 

his award at the September 17, 2008,  Google-

plex Board Meeting  


